


Germany has the 
third-highest number of

NOBEL LAUREATES 
in the world.

(World Atlas)

Dr Martin Ney

Germany has an extremely rich cultural heritage. Historically known as “Das Land der 
Dichter und Denker”, its poets and thinkers have had a strong impact on the world. 
It has given birth to great philosophers, musicians, artists, writers and inventors. 
Modern-day Germany continues with this long tradition of cultural contributions 
and achievements. It has a cosmopolitan society which prides itself on being 

open-minded and creative.  According to the 2014 BBC World Service’s Country 
Ratings Poll, Germany is the most positively viewed nation in the world. 

To my mind, what makes Germany really special is the beautiful 
amalgamation of tradition and modernity across its 16 federal states. 
We have a diverse plurality of regional identities and lifestyles, which 
can be experienced when you visit the different states. Germany’s 
cultural kaleidoscope spans from opera to art, classical music concerts 
to underground clubs. Testimonies to its vibrant culture, both past and 

present, can be found in every nook and cranny of the country.  The past is 
palpable in the many picturesque castles, historic sites and museums, while 
the contemporary is celebrated through innovative product design and 

architecture, avant-garde theatre and street art. I invite you to visit Germany 
and experience German culture in all its fascinating facets yourself.

As a career diplomat and 
a Western classical musician, 
I enjoy contributing to bringing 

my culture to India. And 
what better way to do that 

than through music? 
My wife, Gabriele, 
and I play the flute. We 
have given public and 
private concerts in India, and the response 
has been excellent. I have also had the joy of 
performing with European classical ensembles 
in India before packed auditoria, which 
shows there is a demand for Western 
classical music here. The f lute has 
enabled me to connect with people and 

to connect people and music. And this 
requires no language. Music has its own 

language. It unites through the heart. That’s 
what I call music diplomacy! It’s a great way 

to further deepen Indo-German ties. 
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DID

YOU

KNOW?

Europe’s first movable type 
PRINTING PRESS 
was invented in Germany by 

Johannes Gutenberg.
(Intellectual Ventures Laboratory)

German is the most commonly taught third 
LANGUAGE in the world.

(MastersPortal)
In 2014,there were 

around 6,200 MUSEUMS, 820 
theatres, 130 professional orchestras 

and 8,800 libraries in Germany. 
(Deutschland.de) Over 800 million CURRYWURSTS 

are eaten in Germany every year! That 
makes it 1,500 every minute!

(Museum Bookstore)

Germany has the 
third-highest number of

NOBEL LAUREATES 
in the world.

(World Atlas)

Standing 530 feet tall, Ulm Minster 
in Baden-Württemberg is the 

TALLEST CHURCH in the world.
(Sacred Destinations)

In 2015, more than 1.6 million people were employed in 
cultural and CREATIVE INDUSTRIES 

in Germany.
(Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy)

There are more than 90 
FILM FESTIVALS in Germany.

(InterNations)
The German national FOOTBALL 

team has never lost a penalty 
shootout in World Cup history!

(MailOnline)

Germany is the second-largest 
MUSIC market in the world.

(US News & World Report)
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GERMANY:
CULTUR ALLY cool!

Ten Cult ur al Must-sees, Must-do s
1. Berlin International Film Festival (February)
The Berlinale, the world’s second-largest inter-
national film festival, is your ticket to an 
unforgettable experience. You get to watch 
the best of world cinema, and the good 
thing is, unlike Cannes, you can book tickets 
online. It’s not “by invitation” only!

2. International Dixieland Festival (May)
A major old-time jazz event in Dresden, 

this festival takes place on the River Elbe. 
You can look forward to swingin’ 

performances and brass band parades.

3. Rhine in Flames (May–September)
Imagine watching a dazzling array of fireworks 

light up castles while boats sail by on 
the River Rhine. It’s pure magic!

5. Carnival of Cultures (June)
This multicultural festival is a 

showstopper. Over a million 
people assemble in Berlin’s 

Kreuzberg district to watch 
decorated floats, dancers and 

singers from 70 countries strut 
their stuff.

6. Munich Opera Festival (June–July)
Held every year at the Bayerische 
Staatsoper, one of the most spectacular 
opera houses in the world, you can 
experience 400 concerts, operas and 
ballets under one roof! More than 
6,00,000 people attend each year, so 
book way in advance.
7. Rheingau Music Festival (June–September)
With around 170 concerts, this is one of the largest 
and most happening music festivals in Europe. 
Though largely classical in nature, it also includes 
jazz music, cabarets, children’s concerts and 
wine tastings.
8. Bayreuth Festival (July–August)
Yes, it’s really tough to get tickets and they’re 
expensive, but if you do manage, it’s so worth it! 
You’ll get to watch stunning operas composed 
by Richard Wagner—German high culture at 
its best!
9. Long Night of 
Museums (August)
Once a year Berlin’s 
museums stay open 
late into the night. Not 
only can you look at 
permanent artworks on 
display, you can also enjoy 
temporary works of art put 
up in interesting settings.
10. Festival of Lights 
(September–October)
Enter a world of magic as you see 
Berlin’s monuments and landmarks 
lit up in the most creative ways. The 
result is absolutely spectacular!

4. Rock am Ring & Rock im 
Park (June)

These two major rock 
festivals take place 
simultaneously over three 
days. Rock am Ring in 

Nürburg and Rock im Park 
in Nuremberg. Artists from 
various genres perform 
before 1,60,000 people. 

Don’t miss out on the action! 

’

Culture is all-pervasive. It finds palpable expression in customs, literature, music, art and cuisine. 
It is present in the books we read, the music we listen to, the food we eat and the buildings we 
construct. These various strands define a country’s collective character and cultural heritage. What’s 
Up, Germany? celebrates Germany’s cultural richness.

Germany commands centre stage in Europe, not only geographically, politically and 
economically, but also culturally. Traditionally, it has been called “Das Land der Dichter und Denker”—the country of 
poets and thinkers—and for good reason! Great minds that shaped the world, like Kant, Goethe, Hegel, the Grimm 
brothers, Schiller and Nietzsche, were all born in Germany. And who can forget the Big Bs of classical music: Bach, 
Beethoven and Brahms! They, too, were German. Whether in the field of literature, music, philosophy, science, art 
or architecture, Germany has been at the forefront. Many cool inventions originated there, from the printing press 

to the car, the computer to aspirin.
 

Today’s Germany comes in delicious new flavours! Its diversity can be seen and experienced everywhere, in 
high-brow opera houses and underground clubs, in fusion food and computer games. Having assimilated 

influences from people of various backgrounds, the contemporary German music, cinema, sports, 
fashion, art and literature scene is dynamic and super exciting. It is a happy celebration of a rich 

past heritage and present-day plurality. 

The sheer variety of cultural facilities in Germany is staggering. Its 16 federal states enjoy wide 
autonomy and actively promote the arts. Even smaller towns have a vibrant cultural presence they can 

rightfully be proud of. All kinds of festivals are popular in Germany. Don’t be surprised to see people rushing 
to get to a rock concert or a book fair. Even when it comes to leisure, punctuality is big for Germans! 



fest ivals

food

Germany is a nation of festivals. And Germans sure know how to celebrate! 
They have a festival for nearly every occasion and time of year. There’s no 
better way to discover German culture than to immerse yourself in the 
celebrations. What’s Up, Germany? gives you a glimpse of the traditional 
festivals.

Weihnacht Wonder
Christmas is usually celebrated with the family at home—with the 
works: Christmas trees, gingerbread cakes, decorated wreaths and hearty 
feasts! Cities and towns come to life with traditional Christmas markets. 
These little pockets of magic are where people gather, listen to choirs and 
brass bands, drink beer or hot mulled wine. Quaint stalls sell sugar-roasted 
almonds, stollen (fruit bread), Christmas decorations and handicrafts 
like wooden toys and prune people. Germany’s oldest and most famous 
Christmas market is in Nuremberg. 

Easter Ease
In the weeks leading up to Easter, chocolate bunnies and colourful eggs are 

displayed in shop windows. On the morning of Easter Sunday, children have a 
field day looking for hidden eggs! And in the evening, families usually enjoy 

a traditional meal of roast lamb. Huge bonfires are also lit on 30th April. 

Carnival Craze
Karneval or Fasching is party time! There are huge parades and people hit the 

streets in wild costumes. On this day, customary German orderliness and rules 
are given a miss. Women get to kiss any man after cutting off his tie! Carnival 
season is the perfect time to have fun German style!

CULTUR ALLY cool!

There are more than 10,000 festivals in Germany celebrating music, film, food, beer 
and lots more! What’s Up, Germany? gives you a taste of some delightful food and 

drink festivals.

What better way to experience a country than through its food and drink? There’s a 
lot more to German food than sausages, bread and potatoes! Sure, there are 1,500 
different types of sausages available, but once you go beyond this generalisation, you’ll 

see that each region has its own specialty. The tradition of meeting friends and family in 
the late afternoon for “Kaffee und Kuchen” (coffee and cake) is still quite popular. 

Modern Eating
Today, Germany has a very creative food scene. Many international foods have been 

adopted; the döner kebab, popularised by Turkish immigrants, is actually the favourite 
street snack! Food trucks and food events are all the rage. The idea is to enjoy simple—but 
high-quality—dishes in public spaces along with good conversation. You can also have 

your share of fine dining at one of the nine three-Michelin-starred restaurants. German 
restaurants are the second-most decorated in the world.  

Staying Grounded
A trend that’s catching on fast is organic food. Germans are also increasingly buying regional produce for their 
freshness and authenticity. The idea is, the nearer the produce grows to the cooking pot, the better. Quite a few 
Germans are turning vegetarian or vegan.   

Hic, hic, hurray!
If beer is the king, wine is the queen! They are so integral to German culture, there are numerous festivals dedicated 
to them. Oktoberfest is the mother of all beer festivals. Every September, people from around the world gather in 
Munich for this event. It’s a heady mix of beer, oompah bands, pretzels and sausages. When it comes to wine festivals, 
Germany’s Wurstmarkt stands out as the largest in the world. It takes place in Bad Dürkheim, also in September. In 
2016, Wurstmarkt celebrated its 600th anniversary with 150 varieties of wine, including the noble Riesling!  

Guten Appetit! 
There are some rather unusual food festivals like the Lampertheim Asparagus Festival and the Ludwigsburg 

Pumpkin Festival. One celebrates the humble pumpkin in autumn, while the other celebrates the unassuming 
asparagus in summer. The former, with over 4,50,000 pumpkins on display, is the largest such festival on the 

planet. During the annual boat race, canoeists try to steer giant pumpkin boats across the lake! Germans 
are crazy about asparagus. This vegetable has been the star of the festival since 1900: arts, crafts, food, 

everything revolves around it!



Germany has an exceptionally rich musical heritage. German 
composers are widely recognised as the most brilliant and 
accomplished in the world. Their contributions in the area 
of classical music is a matter of great pride for Germans. 
Imagine a world without Wagner, Bach, Beethoven, 
Brahms, Mendelssohn, Strauss and Händel! Their brilliant 
compositions are celebrated in concert halls even today. 
One of the most well-known German composers in recent 
times is from the film business, Hans Zimmer. He has written 
the scores to more than 150 films, including The Lion King, 
for which he won an Oscar. His most recent soundtrack was 
for Dunkirk. 
The music scene in Germany continues to flourish on 
every level, from local choirs to world-class operas and 
philharmonics. You can go for a concert nearly every day 
and not run out of options! More than 130 professional 
orchestras—the Berlin Philharmonic, the Bavarian Radio 
Symphony Orchestra, Staatskapelle Dresden, Hamburg 
Philharmonic State Orchestra and Gewandhaus Leipzig—
vie for attention. Concert tickets are often subsidised by 
the government, ensuring everyone gets to enjoy! Even 
Germany’s renowned opera houses like Semperoper 
Dresden, Bayreuth Festspielhaus, Alte Oper Fankfurt, 
Bavarian State Opera and Komische Oper Berlin are 
supported by the government. Whether you understand 
opera or not, you must visit one of these opera houses and 
experience the best of musical drama once in your life. 
They are a sight to behold!

The contemporary music industry is equally vibrant. 
Germany is the largest music market in Europe 
today. Modern German musicians and bands have 
made their mark worldwide across a broad spectrum 
of genres. As with classical musicians, this list, too, 
is impressive: Scorpions, Udo Lindenberg, Boney M, 
Modern Talking, Rammstein, Tangerine Dream, Die 
Ärzte, Die Toten Hosen, Kraftwerk, Helene Fischer, 
Herbert Grönemeyer, Tokio Hotel, Scooter and 
Beatsteaks. The list goes on! Fans get to hear their 
favourite bands play during music festivals like Rock 
am Ring (which has over 1,60,000 visitors every 
year!), Wacken Open Air and Lollapalooza Berlin. The 
annual Long Night of Music in Munich is very special; 
you can listen to hundreds of bands for just 15 euros 
in one night! The next Long Night of Music will take 
place on 28th April 2018. And there’s also the Fête de 
la Musique, which takes place in 50 German cities on 
21st June every year.

Dance—another integral part of German culture—
ranges from the folksy Schuhplattler, the dainty ballet 
to Ausdruckstanz (expressionist dance). Stuttgart 
Ballet, Germany’s leading dance company, evolved 
from the court ballet of the Duke of Württemberg, 
dating back to 1609. German modern dance, 
pioneered by Rudolf Laban, Kurt Jooss, Mary Wigman 
and Pina Bausch, found expression as Ausdruckstanz. 
Later, Ausdruckstanz morphed into Tanztheater 
(dance theatre), perhaps the most revered dance 
form in Germany. Expressionist dance is again very 
popular, as it uses movements to express emotions, 
ideas and stories. 

Germans love their theatre. They have 
more than 140 public theatres and 220 

private theatres, where passion 
plays, cabarets and musicals form 

an essential part of the repertoire. The 
oldest existing theatre performance 
in  Germany, Oberammergau 
Passion Play, dates back to 1634 
and attracts lakhs of theatre-goers 
when it is performed every ten 
years. The Berliner Theatertreffen 
is by far the most important 
theatre festival. 

Music Medley

Time to Tanz!

Let  s Play!

‘

Song  Rocking Selling 
Point (RSP)Singer/Band

Deichkind

Nena

Herbert Grönemeyer

Paul van Dyk & Peter Heppner

Ace Tee

Die Fantastischen Vier

Die Ärzte

Die Toten Hosen

Helene Fischer

Rammstein

1. Leider Geil (2012)

2. 99 Luftballons (1983)

3. Mensch (2002)

4. Wir Sind Wir (2004)

5. Bist Du Down (2016)

6. Die Da?! (1992)

7. Lasse Redn (2008)

8. Tage Wie Diese (2012) 

9. Atemlos durch 
    die Nacht (2013)

10. Du Hast (1997)

Irony rules

Anti-nuclear

Profound love

Anthem of hope

R&B swagger

Super catchy

Ignore rumours

Feeling good

Schlager siren

Drop the hate

Germany has an impressive legacy in music, dance and theatre. Berlin and Munich stand out when it comes to the 
performing arts, but other cities and smaller towns are also thriving. What’s Up, Germany? explores Germany’s lively 
cultural scene—both past and present. 



German society is liberal and free. Freedom of the press 
and speech are guaranteed under the constitution. 
There is a dual existence of public and private media. 
In spite of the shift brought about by the internet and 
mobile communication, traditional media still has wide 
reach. What’s Up, Germany? provides an insight into 
the vibrant media landscape in Germany.

Cinematic Boom 
German cinema has a very long tradition. The first film 
to be publicly shown in the history of cinema was by 
the Skladanowsky brothers in Berlin, back in 1895. 
Babelsberg Studio, located just outside Berlin, is the 
oldest large-scale film studio in the world. Founded 
in 1912, it was Hollywood’s biggest competitor at the 
time. Several legendary figures like director Fritz Lang, 
actress Marlene Dietrich and screenwriter Billy Wilder 
are products of Babelsberg. Even today, major national 
and international movies are made there, including 
parts of The Bourne Ultimatum, Inglourious Basterds, 
The Counterfeiters and The Reader. 

The late 1960s saw a group of young directors like 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Werner Herzog, Volker 
Schlöndorff and Wim Wenders establish the New 
German Cinema, which earned them quite an 
international reputation. In more recent times, films 
such as Nowhere in Africa (2001), Good Bye, Lenin! 
(2003), Head-On (2004), The Lives of Others (2006), 
Head Full of Honey (2014) and Toni Erdmann (2016) 
have enjoyed worldwide success. 

The Berlinale, held since 1951, is one of the world’s 
leading film festivals. There are also several niche 
festivals, including one dedicated to Indian cinema. 
Berlin, Munich, Hamburg and Cologne are important 
film locations. Portions of Don2 were shot in Berlin! 
Germany has also made a mark in the area of visual 
effects. Pixomondo won an Emmy Award for Game 
of Thrones, and Scorsese’s award-winning Hugo was 
partly produced in Germany.  

Germany has the largest television market in Europe. 
It has a dual system, with public broadcasters (Das 
Erste—also known as ARD—and ZDF), free stations 
(RTL, SAT.1, ProSieben) and the pay-TV broadcaster Sky 
Deutschland, among others. Some popular TV shows 
include Tatort, a crime series running since 1970; 
Türkisch für Anfänger, a critically acclaimed comedy-
drama series; and Lindenstraße, a soap opera. 

In 2015, Deutsche Welle (DW), Germany’s public 
international broadcaster, increased its South 
Asian presence with the launch of DWTV in India. 
Inaugurated by the German Ambassador to 
India, Dr Martin Ney, and Jawhar Sircar, CEO of 
Prasar Bharati, it focusses on news, lifestyle 
and regional content in English.

Radio Gaga
Radio rocks in Germany! With over 500 radio 
stations, it certainly is a popular medium with a 
vast reach. The national pubic radio broadcaster 
Deutschlandradio runs four stations. Deutsche 
Welle (DW), another publicly funded service, is 
beamed to Europe and overseas over short wave. 
Commercial radio largely follows regional content. 

Publishing Power
Germans are really eager newspaper readers, 
making Germany the fifth-largest newspaper 
market in the world. Over 350 daily newspapers are 
published. Despite strong competition from  TV and 
online media, newspapers still reach 70 per cent of 
the German population above 14 years. Leading 
national publications include Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Handelsblatt, Die 
Welt and the tabloid Bild. The weekly news magazine 
DER SPIEGEL continues to shape public opinion. 
The Deutsche Presse-Agentur (dpa) is the largest 
German news agency. 

Germans are also big on books. They have a 
strong tradition of literature and philosophy. 
The theologian Martin Luther translated the Bible 
into German, thereby setting the basis for the 
modern German language. Literary giants like 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Friedrich Schiller, 
Friedrich Nietzsche, the Grimm brothers, Hermann 
Hesse, Günter Grass, Bertolt Brecht and Thomas 
Mann were all German! In addition to a rich literary 
canon, works by a younger generation of German 
writers like Bernhard Schlink, Daniel Kehlmann, 
Frank Witzel, Tanja Kinkel, Cornelia Funke and Herta 
Müller are ensuring a dynamic literary scene. Over 
94,000 titles are published every year and Germany 
hosts some of the biggest literary events: the 
Frankfurt and Leipzig book fairs. Read on, Germany! 

TV Today



Founded by Walter Gropius, Bauhaus was the most 
influential modernist art school. It was operational 
from 1919—1933 and was located in Weimar, and 
later in Dessau and for a short while in Berlin. Though 
it didn’t have an architecture department initially, 
Gropius regarded architecture as the “ultimate goal 
of all artistic activity”. The school was founded with 
the idea of creating a Gesamtkunstwerk (total work 
of art) in which all arts, including architecture, 
would be brought together. Even though it was 
shut down within 14 years, Bauhaus continues to 
have a worldwide influence on art, architecture, 
graphic and interior design. One could say it is 
one of the most important exports of German 
culture. In 2019, the centenary of the founding 
of the Bauhaus will be celebrated in Germany.  

If you love modern art, don’t miss the art fairs 
h e l d i n Cologne, Frankfurt and Berlin. And, 
of course, there are plenty of museums and  art 
galleries to sate your appetite for art. Germany 
has more museums and art galleries than any other country 
in the world. More people are said to visit museums than 
football stadiums! In addition, there’s documenta, the 
world’s largest contemporary art exhibition. Held in Kassel 
every five years, it lasts for 100 days! If you still haven’t 
had your fill, you can hop onto shuttle buses late into the 
night and experience the Long Night of Museums, which 
is held in large German cities every year.  

Art and architecture hold 
a mirror to what we were and 

what we are today. They depict our 
reality, both past and present, through 

imagination, giving us insights into our history, 
society and ourselves. What’s Up, Germany? 

throws light on the distinguished tradition of art and 
architecture in Germany.

PAINTED PALETTE
Throughout history, German artistic output has played 
a crucial role in Western art. Internationally acclaimed 
German artists put Germany at the forefront of the art 
world. The list is long: the Renaissance painter Albrecht 
Dürer, the Romanticist Caspar Friedrich, the Neo-
expressionist Georg Baselitz, the conceptualist Joseph 
Beuys, the surrealist Max Ernst—to name just a few! The 
Academy of Fine Arts, founded in 1662 in Nuremberg, 
is the oldest art college in Germany. Art classes still take 
place there even today!

After World War II, many West German artists began 
experimenting with Pop art, Abstract Expressionism and 
minimalism. Gerhard Richter, one of the most valuable 
living artists today, stands out for his paintings based on 
photographs. Contemporary artists like Thomas Schütte, 
Wolfgang Tillmans, Martin Kippenberger, Rosemarie 
Trockel, Andreas Gursky,  Günther Uecker and Albert 
Oehlen have ensured an unprecedented interest in German 
art. At Sotheby’s contemporary art sale in 2016, works by 
German artists accounted for more than 43 per cent of total 
sales—nearly £21 million! 

1. Tattoos 
2. Slam poetry
3. Vegetarianism/
    veganism 
4. Longboarding
5. Open-air cinemas 
6. Festivals 
7. Dressing   
    normcore
8. Craft beer
9. Food truck events
10. Gap years

Like its art, Germany’s architectural heritage evokes 
great praise and has immense cultural and historical value. 
G e r m a n y is home to 42 UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites, from cathedrals to castles, stately  houses 
to public buildings. What makes its architecture so 
special is the sheer diversity. Some of the finest 
bui ldings made  in Carolingian, Romanesque, Gothic, 
C l a s s i c a l , Baroque, Rococo and Renaissance styles 
can be found in Germany. The Brandenburg Gate, Aachen 
Cathedral , Zwinger Palace, Würzburg Residence, 
Sanssouci Palace, Margravial Opera House, Trier’s Roman 
monuments and the old town of Regensburg come to 
mind. 

Contemporary German architecture, with its functional 
design, owes a lot to the Bauhaus school that originated 
in Germany in 1919.  Actually, modern world architecture 
owes a great deal to the Bauhaus. The distinctive 
characteristic of modern-day buildings in Germany is 
the absence of ornamentation. Form follows function. 

BUILDING BLOCKS

Bauhaus sure does deserve a big bow!



Traditional German wear consists of lederhosen 
(leather pants) for men and dirndls for women. 
But German fashion is so much more and goes 
beyond these clichés. Sure, young men and 
women still wear lederhosen and dirndls, but 
the styles are more contemporary and worn 
only on special occasions like the Oktoberfest. 

Young Germans have an international sense of 
style. They dress normcore: casual, understated and 
practical. Close-fitting jeans and dark-coloured clothes 
are the norm. However, it doesn’t mean that Germans 
steer clear of high fashion. On the contrary! Germany 
is a giant when it comes to haute couture and ready-
to-wear. It is known for its elegant, clean lines and 

get sporty!
Germans love their sport. Most of them are super 
active and love to hike, play football, go longboarding 
and river surfing. Some even cycle to work! Fußball 
is to Germans what cricket is to Indians. Bars are 
overcrowded during matches, and it is common to see 
Germans, beer mugs in hand, loudly cheering their 
team on. This is the land that produced football greats 
like Franz Beckenbauer, Gerd Müller, Jürgen Klinsmann, 
Lothar Matthäus, Oliver Kahn and Philipp Lahm. With 
more than 6.5 million official members, the Bundesliga 
(the German Football Association) is the largest sports 
organisation of its kind. It attracts the second-highest 
average attendance in global professional sport. 
Germany’s men’s national football team, affectionately 
called Die Mannschaft, has won four World Cups!

When it comes to competitive sports, Germany has 
excelled on the international stage. It ranks third in an all-
time Olympic Games medal tally. Tennis players Boris 

Becker, Steffi Graf and Michael Stich; Formula One 
driver Michael Schumacher; figure skater Katarina 

Witt; and basketball player Dirk Nowitzki, all 
enjoy cult status worldwide.

Germany has the largest video games market 
in Europe. Nearly every second German is into gaming. 
Simulation and first-person shooter games are all the 
rage. If you’re a gamer, you would’ve enjoyed playing 
video games designed and developed in Germany. The 
Turrican, Far Cry, X, Anno, SpellForce, Crysis, Risen and 
The Settlers series all carry the “Made in Germany” stamp. 
German developers have revolutionised gaming 
designs and have won many awards. Gamescom, 
one of the world’s biggest video game trade fairs, 
is held in Cologne every year. In 2017, it attracted 
more than 3,50,000 visitors from 106 countries!

The famous Eurogames originated in Germany. 
Thanks to these top-notch strategy board 
games, German families—and families around 
the world—get to spend quality time together. 
Popular games include The Settlers of Catan, 
Carcassonne, Puerto Rico, Ticket to Ride and 
Alhambra. 

serious gaming

minimalism.  Renowned fashion designers from Germany 
include Karl Lagerfeld, Jil Sander, Wolfgang Joop, Philipp 
Plein, Hugo Boss and Michael Michalsky. Famous fashion 
brands like PUMA, adidas, JOOP!, BOSS, Marc O’Polo, 
TOM TAILOR and s.Oliver are German. 

Berlin is one of the top global fashion capitals. It is young, 
hip and creative. The fashion industry sales in Berlin alone 
soared to around 3.8 billion euros from 2009 to 2013! The 
Berlin Fashion Week, held twice a year, is a trendsetter 
for fashion designers and retailers. Green fashion and 
wearable IT took centre stage at the 2017 fashion week. 
Hamburg, Munich and Düsseldorf are also important 
design and production hubs.

Germans bring precision and hard work even to games! It is not unusual to see people huddled 
over a gaming console or training in one of the many football clubs. What’s Up, Germany? uncovers 
the fascinating world of gaming, sports and fashion in Germany.
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Max Mueller Bhavan: In India, 
the Goethe-Institut is known as 
Max Mueller Bhavan. Named after 
the German indologist Max Müller, this 
cultural institute of the Federal Republic of 
Germany promotes knowledge of the German 
language and fosters cultural cooperation. There 
are currently six Max Mueller Bhavans in India, 
located in Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, New 
Delhi and Pune.

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD): It is the largest 
funding organisation in the world supporting the international 
exchange of students and scholars. DAAD New Delhi, established in 
1960, promotes academic exchange between Germany and India, provides 
information about education in Germany and grants scholarships. 

Culture forms an integral part of Indo-German relations. Both countries have a long history of cross-cultural 
exchanges. What’s Up, Germany? highlights how deep these ties run.

India and Germany’s association is ancient. The first Germans to come to India were  missionaries. Way back in 1706, 
Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg arrived in Tranquebar. He bought a house, mastered Tamil within three months and 
set up the first Tamil printing press in 1712. Recognising his house as an important monument of Indo-German 
heritage, the German government contributed h36 lakh to convert it into a museum. Another missionary scholar, 
Hermann Gundert, translated the Bible into Malayalam and compiled a bilingual dictionary in 1872. He happens 
to be German novelist Hermann Hesse’s grandfather!  

LINGUAL TIES
Sanskrit and German have common origins. Numerous German scholars have done extensive 
research in Sanskrit studies and Indology. The missionary Heinrich Roth was the first 
German scholar to learn Sanskrit and even went on to write a Sanskrit grammar 
book in Latin in 1660. In the 18th and 19th centuries, Max Müller, Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe,  Gottfried Herder, Alexander and 
Wilhelm von Humboldt, and the Schlegel brothers 
translated and studied many texts, including 
the Rig Veda, the Upanishads and 
the Bhagavad Gita.

PROMINENT 
GERMAN 
CULTURAL 
ORGANISATIONS IN 
INDIA

The translation of
Kalidasa’s play Abhigyan 

Shakuntalam into German in 1791 
created quite a stir. Goethe even adapted it 

for the German stage. In 1881, Wilhelm von Schlegel 
became the first professor of Indology at the University of Bonn. 

INDIA ON THE MIND
In modern times too, German authors have brought Indian culture to Germany. Thomas Mann, 

author of Buddenbrooks, was fascinated by India’s mythology and scriptures, as is evident in his 1941 
novel The Transposed Heads: A Legend of India. Hermann Hesse was influenced by Buddhism and penned the 

widely acclaimed novel Siddhartha (1922) in English. While living in Kolkata, Günter Grass wrote Show Your Tongue—
an allusion to the Goddess Kali’s tongue—in 1988. 

ARTY FACTS
German art historian Hermann Goetz deserves a special mention. He was the director of the Baroda Museum and 
Picture Gallery from 1939–1953 and set up the museology department at the Maharaja Sayajirao University of 
Baroda, where he also taught art history. Goetz then served as director of the National Gallery of Modern Art in 
New Delhi. After 19 years in India, he returned to Germany and taught Oriental Art at the South Asia Institute of 
Heidelberg University. In 1971, he received the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for his contribution to Indian art. Another 
noteworthy person was the painter Archibald Müller. Born in India in 1878, he studied at the Madras School of Arts 
and is regarded as one of India’s early 20th-century great talents.

ERUDITE BEGINNINGS
India and Germany have a long history of academic exchanges. In 1959, IIT Madras was founded with 

German assistance. It was the first Indo-German collaboration between both governments. Today there 
are about 400 partnerships between Indian and German universities, and around 14,000 Indians are 

enrolled in German universities.

PERFORMING ARTS
German director Fritz Bennewitz was the first to bring Indian theatre to Germany and 

vice versa. He staged the works of Brecht and Goethe in India and received the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1991. As part of an Indo-German theatre 

partnership promoted by the German federal government, Ranga Shankara 
and Schnawwl Theatre (Mannheim) worked together on the play Boy 

With a Suitcase, which was directed by Andrea Gronemeyer. 

In cinema, German director Franz Osten and cameraman 
Josef Wirsching worked in the Bombay film industry 

from 1924. Their first collaboration, Prem Sanyas 
(Die Leuchte Asiens), was with Himanshu Rai. 

The film met with an enthusiastic response in 
Munich in 1925. Osten went on to direct 

16 movies at Bombay Talkies, while 
Wirsching shot  groundbreaking 

films like Achhut Kanya (1936) 
and Pakeezah (1972).



What’s Up, Germany? gives you an overview of some 
action-packed and multi-faceted  Indo-German 
cultural collaborations.

Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel & Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi with the Durga idol, 2015, New Delhi

Dietrich Graf von der Schulenburg, cultural attaché, 
German Embassy New Delhi, with Indian students

Ambassador Dr Martin Ney & wife Dr Gabriele 
Ney at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

“

Cultural exchanges 
go a long way in shaping a 

better, closer and more understanding 
world. A cultural agreement was signed 

between India and Germany in 1969, forming the 
bedrock of Indo-German cultural relations. These ties 

are constantly strengthened by the German government through its 
embassy in New Delhi and consulates in Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Bengaluru. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION
The Germans have a lovely word for the preservation of historical sites: Denkmalpflege. Under 

the Cultural Preservation Programme of the German Federal Foreign Office, Germany has contributed 
around h75 crore towards the conservation of more than 50 monuments and heritage buildings since 1981. These 

restoration projects were undertaken in partnership with non-profit organisations:
      Germany gave over h23.3 lakhs to restore the Black Pavilion (Diwan-
e-Khas) in Shalimar Bagh, Srinagar. The project was overseen 
by the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). In 
2016, the German Ambassador to India, Dr Martin Ney, inaugurated 
the pavilion along with Naeem Akhtar, former education minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
  Chausath Khamba, a Mughal mausoleum in New Delhi’s 
Nizamuddin Basti, was restored in collaboration with the Aga Khan 
Trust for Culture (AKTC) in 2014.
  Currently, two Mughal tombs in the Qutb Shahi Heritage Park in 
Hyderabad are being restored through the support of the    German 
consulate in Chennai, in partnership with AKTC. 
  Other projects include the restoration of Arab ki Sarai in 
Humayun’s Tomb (New Delhi), the queen’s palace in Mehrangarh 
Fort (Jodhpur) and Avalokiteshvara temple (Ladakh).

In 2015, Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel returned a 10th-century idol of the Goddess Durga, which was stolen from Kashmir 
by a notorious Indian art dealer in the 1990s and later appeared in Stuttgart’s Linden Museum. 

LANGUAGE SKILLS
German is one of the most popular foreign languages in India. It is being taught in schools around the world under 
the PASCH (Schools: Partners for the Future) initiative. Launched by the Federal Foreign Office in 2008, PASCH is being 
implemented by the Central Agency for German Schools Abroad (ZfA) and Max Mueller Bhavan. It has a global network 
of over 1,800 partner schools to promote the German language. In India alone, more than 15,900 students are learning 
German through PASCH. Another milestone project,  German in 1,000 Schools”, is run by the German government 
and Max Mueller Bhavan in cooperation with Kendriya Vidyalayas, where German is offered as an additional subject. 
Over 50,000 students are learning German in more than 250 Kendriya Vidyalayas all over India. In addition, through 
the Bildungskooperation Deutsch (BKD), Max Mueller Bhavan supports 310 private 
schools, enabling over 53,000 students to learn German. 
Every year, the Pädagogischer Austauschdienst (PAD) has exchange programmes 
for students and teachers worldwide. Winners are selected through a competition 
and go to Germany for a six-week programme, during which they live with a German 
family. The teachers participate in an educational programme or do an internship at 
a German school. In July 2017, eight Indian students experienced German culture 
through this scholarship programme. And the action doesn’t end here! When 
Chancellor Merkel received the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, she used the prize 
money for Startup with German. Through this competition—which was initiated by 
the German Embassy New Delhi—31 students and four teachers won a language 
course in Germany. The highlight: a meeting with the chancellor herself! 

MUSIC BONDING
Recognising Western music’s popularity in India, the German Embassy New 
Delhi and the consulates sponsor German musicians on a regular basis. Django 
3000, Karlsruher Konzert-Duo, Berger Duo and a string trio have all performed in 

India. Some of them even played music 
with Ambassador Dr Martin Ney and his wife, Dr Gabriele Ney, who are both 
accomplished flautists.

SPORT SPURT!
Promoting sports, especially football, is also high on the agenda. In 2016, the 
German Football Association’s student national team visited India on a ten-day 
tour to play friendly matches with Indian teams. The German footballers trained 
socially deprived children during a camp organised in cooperation with the 
NGO STAIRS. Preparations are on for the U17-World Cup, which will be held 
in India in October 2017. The search is also on to get a football trainer 

from Germany! 



When it comes to food, there are plenty of Indian 
restaurants—even more than German eateries! 
Vegetarians need not fret; Berlin alone has around 
300 vegetarian and 30 vegan restaurants. Though 
Germany is known for its sheer variety of meats, there 
are some traditional vegetarian dishes you can try in 
case you don’t want to miss out on German cuisine: 
asparagus soup, sauerkraut (fermented cabbage), 
bratkartoffeln (fried potatoes), spätzle (egg noodles) 
and knödel (dumplings). While ambling through the 
streets or shopping, you can sample the famous döner 
kebab, which also has a vegetarian option. 

Yoga is the in thing in Germany! Some three million 
Germans practise yoga regularly, 90 per cent of whom 
are women. There are loads of options to choose 
from: hot yoga, prenatal and baby yoga, asanas for the 
elderly, yoga cycling and the latest fitness trend, beer 
yoga! There are even classes for Indian dance. From 
Bharatnatyam to Kathak, Bollywood moves to Punjabi 
bhangra, Germany has it all!

Want to play Holi with a German twist? Every year, 
between mid-May to late August, tens of thousands 
of young Germans gather in designated areas to 
celebrate the festival of colours. It all started when 
Jasper Hellmann came to India and experienced some 
Holi fun. He loved the idea of partying with coloured 
powder so much that he launched the company Holi 
Concept GmbH, turning Holi into one of the most fun 
events in Germany! Unlike in India, it is devoid of any 
religious significance. The focus is on techno music, 
Indian food and lots of colour!   

Many Germans are Bollywood fans. Hindi movies 
are regularly screened on German television. There’s 
even a dedicated Bollywood movie channel for the 
German market called Zee.One. German film locations 
are also becoming popular for shooting song and 
dance routines or action-packed scenes. Dil to Pagal 
Hai, Don2 and Hero No.1 were all shot in Germany! 
During the shooting of Don2, thousands of German 
women camped outside Shahrukh Khan’s hotel in 
Berlin, shivering in the cold just to get a glimpse of the 
“Kaiser of Hearts”! The city of Stuttgart hosts the largest 
Indian film festival in Europe that includes Bollywood, 
regional and indie cinema. More than 7,000 people 
attended the festival in 2012! 

Indian culture is strongly represented through song 
as well. A 2015 highlight was renowned singer Asha 
Bhosle’s first performance in Germany during the 
Wassermusik: Mother India festival. Tabla player 
Talvin Singh also performed with folk singer 
Mike Heron. India has a presence at 
the daf  BAMA MUSIC AWARDS in 
Hamburg as well. This international 
multi-cultural music award show 
honours artists of all genres from 
all over the world. Singer Mohit 
Chauhan won the award for the 
Best Indian Male Act and the Best 
International Male Act in 2016. 
Singers Sonu Nigam, Neha Kakkar 
and Babbu Maan have been 
nominated this year.

Foodie Finds

Strike a Pose

Holi Hai!

Bollywood Boom

The Sound Of Music

Young Bavarian entrepreneurs Anton and Sebastian 
Jell and Ludwig Schmideder have created traditional 
Bavarian dirndls using sari fabric! The brainwave 
came to them while travelling in India. The fabric is 
transported from Mumbai to Vadodara, where the 
dirndls are produced before being shipped off 
to Bavaria. Now that’s Indo-German coolness! 

India in Germany:
From Bollywood to Bharatnatyam
Germany is an increasingly multi-cultural country. For Indians, in particular, Germany 
is inviting because of the easy availability of vegetarian and vegan food, and an all-pervasive 
love for Bollywood. What’s Up, Germany? brings you some delightfully Indian things in Germany, 
which will make you feel right at home!

DIRNDL MEETS SARI!



german cultural icons

Artists 
Max Ernst, Albrecht Dürer, Georg Baselitz, 

Gerhard Richter, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, 
Sigmar Polke, Joseph Beuys, Emil Nolde

Writers
Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, Günter 
Grass, Heinrich Böll, Bertolt Brecht, 

Hermann Hesse, Grimm brothers, 
Herta Müller, Cornelia Funke

Film-makers
 

Rainer Werner Fassbinder,  
Wim Wenders,Werner 

Herzog, Wolfgang 
Petersen, Volker 

Schlöndorff

Fashion 
Designers 

Karl Lagerfeld, 
Jil Sander, Wolgang 

Joop, Hugo Boss, 
Philipp Plein

Fashion Models
 

Heidi Klum, Claudia Schiffer, 
Julia Stegner, Toni Garrn, 

Antonia Wesseloh

Actors 
Marlene Dietrich, Diane Kruger, Franka 

Potente, Til Schweiger, Alexander Fehling

Hollywood s German Connection

Some of Hollywood’s most popular actors are of German descent. What’s Up, 

Germany? presents an impressive list.

Actors 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Bruce Willis, Michael Fassbender, 

David Hasselhoff, Nick Nolte

Actresses 

Sarah Jessica Parker, Kirsten Dunst, 

Katherine Heigl, Tina Fey, 

Sandra Bullock

’

Philosophers
 
Immanuel Kant, Friedrich 
Nietzsche, Georg Hegel, Karl 
Marx, Arthur Schopenhauer, 
Jürgen Habermas, Martin 
Heidegger

Composers 

Richard Wagner, Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Johann 
Sebastian Bach, Richard 
Strauss, Johannes Brahms, 
Georg Friedrich Händel, 
Felix Mendelssohn, Hans 
Zimmer, Robert 
Schumann

Tennis Players 
Boris Becker, Steffi Graf, 
Michael Stich

Racing Drivers 
Michael Schumacher, Sebastian Vettel

Scientists & Inventors 
Albert Einstein, Max Planck, Johannes Kepler, 
Carl Bosch, Wilhelm Röntgen, Konrad Zuse, 
Levi Strauss, Rudolf Diesel, 
Johannes Gutenberg

Germany has been the birthplace of many inventors, musicians, artists, poets and philosophers who changed 
the world as we know it. What’s Up, Germany? raises a toast to some iconic Germans. The list is too long to 
be complete!



Blank walls are shared and democratic canvases that allow people to 
express themselves through art. Street art is contemporary and often 
reflects the zeitgeist. Berlin’s graffiti, in particular, has a story to tell, 
of the wall that separated East and West Germany. And when the 
wall fell in 1989, artists from a unified Berlin expressed themselves 
through graffiti, turning the city into Germany’s street art capital. 

German street artists have visited India on a personal level and 
have literally left a piece of themselves behind. They’ve also come 
here by invitation from the German Embassy New Delhi or the 
consulates as part of Indo-German collaborations like the celebration 
of the year of Germany in India. What’s Up, Germany? brings you a 
selection of captivating street art that speaks of Indo-German friendship.

Title
: G

erm
an Zoo

Artis
t: L

oomit

Locatio
n: G

erm
an Embassy

 

New Delhi

Title: Germany India mural

Artist: Kayo

Location: German Consulate 

Kolkata

Title: Hide but No Seek

Artist: A
lias

Location: Araku Valley, 

Visakhapatnam

Title
: M

issi
ng

Artis
t: L

eena Kejriw
al & 

Amogh Lux

Locatio
n: G

erm
an Consulate 

Kolkata

Title: Mahatma Gandhi mural

Artists: Hendrik Beikirch 

(ECB) & Anpu Varkey

Location: Delhi Police 

headquarters, ITO, New Delhi

Title: 25 Years of the Fall of 

the Berlin Wall

Artists: Akim Walta (Zebster) 

& Kajal Singh (Dizy) 

Location: German Consulate 

Kolkata



What s Up, Germany? s 
Survival Kit

9. Efficiency is your middle name. You just get 
down to the task at hand and get it done. And 
you love sorting, filing and storing documents 
in binders!

10. You say it like it is—direct and honest! Is 
there any other way?

11. You love Hausschuhe! The moment you 
step into your home, you slip into your house 
shoes.

12. You add fizzy water to just about 
everything you drink, especially apple juice. 
Who doesn’t enjoy a good old Schorle?!

1. Like a true local you use slang like “Na?”, “Tja”, 
“Jein”, “Bescheuert”, “Alles klar” and “Mach’s gut”!

2. You love to take a hike—literally! Life’s all about 
being active. Walking, cycling, trekking, playing...

3. You need a break from the city from time to 
time. After all, you need a dose of nature! It’s good 
for the soul.

4. You’ll buy anything with the word “Bio” on it. 
Organic rules!

5. Imagine crossing when the Ampelmännchen is 
red? Never!

6. It’s potatoes all the way for you! Fried, roasted, 
boiled, anything goes as long as it’s potato!

7. You never leave home without an umbrella.

8. When someone says they’ll meet you around 
sixish you cringe! Punctuality is sacrosanct for you.

Think you know Germany well? Maybe you’ve 
visited the country or lived there and picked up 
some typical German habits without realising it 
or because you find them cool. Let’s find out how 
German you are!

Add up the points that apply to you and 
check your score:

0–4  Nein! You’re far from German.
5–7 You’re half way there! Adopt a few more 
traits and you’ll get there.
8–13 Your habits couldn’t be more German!

’’
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What s Up, Germany? s 
Cultural Crossword

Send in an image of your solved crossword
to krishan.nagrath@diplo.de.
The first ten correct entries will win cool 
What’s Up, Germany? mugs!

1. A German chocolate cake filled with cream and decorated 
    with cherries (5, 6) 
3. The Easter _______ originated in Germany (5)
4. The _______ in Berlin houses the German Parliament (9)
8. The oldest large-scale film studio in the world, located 
     just outside Berlin (10)
9. The German highway system with practically no 
    speed limit (8)
12. This German-American composer scored the film 
       Dunkirk (4,6)
13. A famous type of German sausage (9)
15. A German design movement started by Walter Gropius (7)
16. A well-known German electronic music band (9)
17. The German word for trousers is ______ (4)
18. _______ is an entertainment district in Hamburg  (10) 

1. Germany’s professional association football league (10)
2. He wrote The Communist Manifesto along with 
    Friedrich Engels (4, 4)
3. ______ composed “Ode to Joy”, the European Union’s 
    anthem (9)
5. The _______ brothers wrote the fairy tale Hansel and Gretel (5)
6. The city of ____ is home to the tallest church in the world (3)
7. Spargel is called _________ in English (9)
10. The world’s most famous beer festival (11)
11. A traditional Bavarian dress worn by women (6)
14. She is Germany’s first female chancellor (6) 

ACROSS DOWN

’ ’

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/germanyindia
www.facebook.com/germaninfo

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@GermanyinIndia

To subscribe to What’s Up, Germany? send an 
email to subscribe@whatsupgermany.de.
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