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WHAT’S UP,
AMBASSADOR?

DR MARTIN NEY
We live in an interconnected world that is 
undergoing enormous changes—changes 
that touch the lives of virtually everyone. 
These changes can bring us closer 
together or create new rifts. Our societies 
are transformed by new networks and an 
increasing exchange of ideas which, thanks 
to modern technologies, flow across borders. 
People are also on the move in real terms, 
looking for opportunities around the world or 
fleeing from conflicts. 

New opportunities have not only driven 
innovation and economic growth, but have 

helped to lift millions of people out of dire 
poverty. At the same time, we have 
had to overcome unprecedented 
challenges which emanated 
from the very institutions that 
underpin our global economic 
s y s t e m .  We  a r e  f a c i n g 
even more chal lenges 
ahead, threatening global 
institutions and the security 
and livelihood of people.    

“Heavyweights” on the global 
stage like Germany and 

India have a shared 

responsibility to address these issues, 
because their concerted efforts can bring 
about change. They work together in the 
G20—the Group of Twenty—a platform for 
dialogue and close collaboration. 

Germany currently holds the presidency of 
the G20. Having already organised a series 
of ministerial meetings, we will host the 
leaders’ summit on 7–8 July in Hamburg. Our 
presidency centres on the triad of stability, 
responsibility and sustainability, which we 
deem essential to secure the prosperity 
and security of everyone.

Together with India and other partners 
we strive to increase the resilience of our 
economies and financial institutions. We 
aim to translate the commitments to a 
sustainable development path and to the 
protection of our climate into concrete 
measures. We also look ahead and want 
to seize the opportunities that digital 
technologies present for economies and 
societies. Last but not least, we want the 
G20 to assume greater responsibility for 
areas that affect global peace and security. 
Does it all sound too abstract? It might at 
first, but when we think about it, these are 
the central topics that will help all of our 
lives directly. 

The 2017 G20 Hamburg Summit is a great 
chance to jointly shape a better future for 
all of us. Let’s seize this opportunity!

“Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly. I can never be what I ought to be 
until you are what you ought to be. This is 
the interrelated structure of reality.”
— Martin Luther King, Jr, civil rights leader



?
 

“In this age of growing interconnectedness, we understand that turning 
our backs on the world is simply not an option.” — Douglas Alexander, politician

  ECONOMIC POWERHOUSES

The 20 members of the G20 
account for more than 85% 
of the world’s GDP.

(The Telegraph)

  FIRST MOVE

The first ever G20 meeting 
was held in Berlin in 1999. 
(The Sun)

  BRIDGING THE GAP

The G20 has pledged to 
reduce the gap between 
male and female employment 
by 25% by the year 2025.

(International Monetary Fund)

  DIGITAL PRIVACY

About three-quarters of 
consumers are concerned 
about the protection of 
their personal data on the 
internet.

(G20 Consumer Summit)

  WATER WOES

Nearly 70% of the world’s 
freshwater is used for 
agricultural purposes. By 
2050, this consumption is 
expected to increase by 
about 20%. 

(UN-Water)

  FLUSH TIMES

Between 1990 and 2014, 
world trade increased 
nearly fivefold and global 
per capita income grew by 
250%.

(B20 Germany 2017)

  ONLINE TRADE

Approximately 12% of 
the global goods trade is 
conducted via international 
e-commerce.
(McKinsey Global Institute report, 
February 2016)

  WORKING WOMEN

In Germany, 73% of women 
in the age bracket of 20–64 
had a job in 2014.

(Bloomberg Markets)

  RENEWABLE ENERGY

India is among the top 
ten countries in the world 
investing in renewable 
energy.
(UNEP’s Global Trends in Renewable 
Energy Investment 2016 report)

  GLOBAL TRADE 

Home to two-thirds of the 
world’s population, the G20 
countries account for 75%  
of global trade.

(The Times of India)



THE GENESIS
The G20 was founded in 1999 as an 
informal group of finance ministers 
and central bank governors from 19 
countries and the European Union 
in response to the global financial 
crisis of the late 1990s. The heads 
of state and government of the 
19 countries and representatives 
from the European Union also 
joined the group in 2008 at the 
first G20 leaders’ summit held in 
Washington, DC. Since then, they 
have been meeting every year.

MEMBER COUNTRIES
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom, the United 
States and the European Union are 
members of the G20.

BROAD AGENDA
Although the G20 originally 
restricted itself to economic and 
financial issues, this group of 
nations comprising the world’s 
major industrialised and developing 
countries has gone beyond crisis 
management. It has expanded its 
agenda, and today it is a major 
forum for global governance.

STRONG CLOUT
Home to two-thirds of the world’s 
population, the G20 member 
countries generate more than 
85 per cent of the global GDP, 
so though their decisions are 
not binding, they have enough 
influence to bring about reform at 
an international level.

MODUS OPERANDI
For most people, the G20 is 
equated with the summit of the 
heads of state and government. 
However, the leaders’ summit is 
only the culmination of numerous 
meetings held during the year, 
where different issues are 
discussed in depth and most of the 
groundwork is laid. All discussions 
of the different working groups 
are coordinated by Sherpas, who 
are personal representatives of 
the G20 leaders. India’s Sherpa is 
Arvind Panagariya, vice-chairman 
of NITI Aayog. The most prominent 

part of the G20 is the finance 
track, consisting of finance 
ministers and central bank 
governors, which takes 
care of financial issues. But 
other ministers also meet to 

discuss other issues.

TAKE THE CHAIR
The G20’s presidency or 

chairmanship rotates on 
an annual basis between the 
member countries, which 
are divided into regional 

groupings. Germany currently 
holds the G20 presidency and 
will host the leaders’ summit in 
Hamburg on 7–8 July 2017. In 
2018, Germany will hand over the 
G20 presidency to Argentina.

EXPANDING TIES
As the range of topics addressed 
b y  t h e  G 2 0  w i d e n e d , t h e 
organisational framework also 
grew to include more partners, 
such as additional guest countries 
and international organisations. 
Spain takes part in the G20 as 
a permanent guest country. 
Key international organisations 
such as the United Nations (UN), 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World Bank (WB), 
the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), the Financial 
Stability Board (FSB) and the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) 
also regularly attend the G20. 

A KNOT 
THAT BINDS 
TOGETHER

The logo of Germany’s G20 
presidency is the reef knot, 
which symbolises this year’s  
summit’s motto, “Shaping an 
Interconnected World”. It stands 
for the interconnectedness 
of the various issues the 
G20 addresses. Individual 
paths join together to form 
multicoloured strands and 
culminate in the reef knot. This 
knot also points to the long 
maritime tradition of Hamburg, 
where the 2017 G20 summit will 
be held.

Gone are the days when it took two to tango. In today’s world, it takes at least 20 to 
tango! The challenges we are facing cannot be dealt with on a national level. A lot 
more can be achieved by working in close cooperation. Recognising the urgent need 
for dialogue and united action, the Group of Twenty was formed. What’s Up, Germany? 
brings you the G20 in a nutshell.

THE TEAM OF TWENTY

“As the world grows smaller and more interdependent daily, our country’s future absolutely 
depends on our ability to see the connections between ourselves and our 

global neighbors.” — Gilbert Grosvenor, former editor of National Geographic

Image: German Federal Press Office



Driven by the motto “Shaping an interconnected 
world”, Germany is all set to host the G20 leaders’ 
summit this year on 7–8 July in Hamburg. What’s 
Up, Germany? gives you a quick overview of the 
2017 G20 summit’s priorities. 

Germany assumed the G20 presidency for a year 
on 1st December 2016. Under its presidency, it is 
looking to intensify international cooperation 
to ensure that globalisation 
benefits everyone. Its focus is on 
inclusive and sustainable growth.

2016: Hangzhou, China
Launch the Digital Economy Development and 
Cooperation initiative 

USA and China agree to ratify the Paris 
Agreement on climate change on the sidelines 
of the summit 

2015: Antalya, Turkey
Focus on tightening border surveillance  and 
agree to share more intelligence 

Endorse the Action Plan on Base Erosion and 
Profit Shifting (BEPS) 

2014: Brisbane, Australia 
Aim to boost global GDP by 2.1% by 2018  
Endorse the Global Infrastructure Initiative

2013: St Petersburg, Russia 
Focus on spurring global economic growth  
Prioritise job creation 

2009: London (UK) & Pittsburgh (USA)
Adopt a Framework for Strong, Sustainable 
and Balanced Growth  
Pledge $1 trillion of financial aid to combat 
the effects of recession   
Establish a new Financial Stability Board (FSB)

2008: Washington, DC (USA) 
Agree to refrain from imposing new barriers to 
trade and investment for 12 months 

Decide on common principles for guiding 
financial market reform

Considering the world 
economy has suffered 
major setbacks 
recently, there is an 
urgent need for a 
stable global economy 
to prevent sudden 
financial landslides. 
The German G20 
presidency aims to 
achieve stability and 
resilience and promote 
dynamic economic 
growth through 
structural reforms in 
finance, employment, 
trade and investment.

Germany intends to 
further strengthen the 

G20’s role as a forum of 
collective responsibility. 

In this context, achieving 
sustainable economic 

progress in Africa takes 
centre stage. A separate 

conference entitled 
“Partnership with Africa” 

was held in Berlin in 
June 2017. Migration, 

terrorism, corruption and 
money laundering will 

also be addressed during 
Germany’s presidency.

Good governance is essential to 
achieve sustainable development 

that will benefit all and ensure long-
term preservation of the planet. 

During its presidency, Germany will 
work towards making the economy 

more fit for the future by addressing 
various issues: viable energy and 
climate strategies; digitalisation; 

better healthcare and management 
of health crises; and empowering 
women in the economy. One of its 

main priorities is to help ensure that 
the goals of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the 
Paris Agreement on climate change 

are achieved.

GERMANY’S 

G20  
PRESIDENCY 

Plenty of Potential

ENSURING STABILITY IMPROVING VIABILITY FOR THE FUTURE

2012: Los Cabos, Mexico
Commit to promote inclusive green growth  
Adopt the Los Cabos Growth and Jobs  Action 
Plan

2011: Cannes, France 
Tackle the Eurozone debt crisis  
Focus on international monetary system 
reforms

2010: Toronto (Canada) & Seoul (South 
Korea) 
Focus on debt reduction  
Agree to transfer 6% of voting power in the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to emerging 
market countries  
Include development policy issues on the 
agenda for the first time

Apart from the G20 member countries, Germany has invited Singapore, Norway and the Netherlands as special guests, as well 
as the African Union (AU), the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD). The World Health Organization (WHO) has been invited for the first time, indicating the importance Germany is placing on 
healthcare and fighting pandemics.

EARLIER G20 SUMMITS: KEY FOCUSSES

THE 3 MAIN PILLARS OF GERMANY’S G20 AGENDA

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY

“We are called upon to offer a different type of leadership—leadership strong enough to recognize that nations share common 
interests and people share a common humanity,and yes, there are certain ideas and principles that are universal.”

— Barack Obama, former US president

SPECIAL INVITEES



“As G20 partners, we must ask ourselves what we can do 

to ensure that everyone stands to benefit. How can we 

cooperate better in the future for the sake of our citizens? 

What fears and challenges are associated with globalisation, 

and what can we do to address these? How can we safeguard 

inclusiveness and ensure that the fruits of prosperity and 

growth are distributed fairly?”

— German Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel

  FAIR ENOUGH!

The G20 comprises the most successful exporting 
countries in the world. Together, they account for 
three-quarters of global trade! As part of the G20, 
these countries play a decisive role in strengthening 
international tax rules and improving tax fairness. 
Under its presidency, Germany will push for measures 
to tackle harmful tax competition between countries 
and foster transparency. It will also work towards 
facilitating an open trading system. For the first 
time, the impact of digital technology on trade will be 
discussed.

  GAINFULLY EMPLOYED

Another important goal is to create jobs in the private 
sector and promote quality employment. Germany 
will give special emphasis on improving the quality 
of women’s jobs and on integrating migrants and 
refugees into the labour market. It will also address 
global supply chains sustainability for the first time, 
since socially responsible processes are good for 
both the environment and long-term profitability.

  THE HEAVYWEIGHTS
 
The G20 is made up of the strongest economies 
in the world. Its members are powerful drivers 
of the global economy who are on a mission to 
stabilise the economy. Recognising the need for 
stability, Germany’s G20 presidency is focussing 
on enhancing the global financial system’s 
efficiency, as well as reducing debts and forging 
ahead with structural reforms. The idea is to 
make the world economy more robust and 
resilient to sudden crises. After all, the world 
can’t afford another financial crisis like the 
one after the collapse of Lehman Brothers!

  BIG ON REFORMS 

To promote sustainable, inclusive growth, 
all policy tools at the disposal of the G20 
countries—monetary, structural and fiscal—need 
to be leveraged. The German G20 presidency will 
concentrate on strengthening the international 
financial architecture and the financial safety net, 
while removing barriers to cross-border capital 
flows. It is looking to reduce excessive global 
imbalances and promote greater inclusiveness and 
fairness in pursuit of economic growth.

Ensuring economic stability and resilience is one of the three pillars of Germany’s G20 presidency. Under each 
pillar there is a list of priority areas. What’s Up, Germany? gives you a quick run-through of the areas that fall 
under the first pillar, which are largely economic in nature.

KEEPING IT STEADY
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“We are a profoundly interconnected species, as the global economic and ecological crises 
reveal in vivid and frightening detail. We must embrace the simple fact that we are dependent 

on and accountable to one another.” — Parker Palmer, writer & teacher



FIT FOR THE FUTURE

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

A historic United Nations summit held in New York in 2015 culminated in an ambitious development agenda titled “Transforming 
our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, which was adopted by 193 countries of the UN General Assembly. 

There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals with 169 targets in the 2030 Agenda. Over the next 13 years, countries will 
mobilise efforts to implement the SDGs, which include eradicating poverty, fighting inequalities, tackling climate change and 
improving health and education.

  GLOBAL ACTION
One of Germany’s main priorities is to focus on the UN’s 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development so that no one is left 
behind in the effort to wipe out poverty and build an inclusive 
future. The G20 has the advantage of ensuring collective 
action by the major economies, making it the perfect forum 
for championing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
laid out in the 2030 Agenda.

  CLIMATE CRISIS
Climate change knows no borders and poses one of the 
most urgent global challenges. We need to take action now 
and limit global warming to below 2°C! That’s why viable 
energy and climate strategies will be given prominence at 
the 2017 G20. Germany wants to link climate and energy 
policies more closely and ensure a reliable investment 
climate. The aim is to decrease the use of fossil fuels and 
promote renewable energy. Investments in renewable 
energy will also create jobs and improve health in 
developing nations. By focusing on making infrastructure 
climate compatible, the G20 can boost economic growth 
while protecting against climate risks.

  HEALTH FOR ALL
Diseases wreak havoc, causing considerable suffering and 
costs. That is why better healthcare and management of 
health crises is such a priority. Under the German presidency, 
the focus will be on strengthening public health systems, 
combatting the threats posed by neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs) and antimicrobial resistance, and strengthening 
response to pandemics. The different ways information 
and communications technology can help in the healthcare 
sector will also be explored. 

  GENDER EQUALITY
Germany is strongly committed to empowering women 
in the economy. The emphasis at the 2017 G20 will be on 
incorporating women into the economy and improving the 
quality of women’s jobs. Work will continue towards the goal 
of reducing the gap between male and female employment 
by 25 per cent. Since digitalisation is creating new economic 
prospects for women, especially in developing countries, 
Germany considers it crucial to give women easier access to 
information and communications technology.

  DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
The impact of digitalisation on our economies and lives is 
palpable. Modern technology has huge potential in terms of 
automation, data processing and creation of new markets 
and  jobs. But it also presents certain risks that can only be 
dealt with through a common international framework for 
action. Germany will give special attention to the challenges 
posed by digital technology, be it privacy and data protection, 
or free flow of information and IT security. It even hosted the 
first-ever G20 digital ministers’ meeting in April 2017.

The second pillar of the German G20 presidency is improving 
sustainability. Germany is keen on making the economy 
more fit for the future. Its goal is to work towards sustainable 
development that will benefit all. What’s Up, Germany? 
examines the roadmap Germany has developed for the 2017 
G20 to ensure the right balance between growth, development, 
human welfare and the environment.

“This is our greatest challenge: learning to live in a crowded and interconnected
world that is creating unprecedented pressures on human society and on

the physical environment.” — Jeffrey Sachs, university professor, Columbia University



Under the third pillar of its presidency, Germany will highlight the necessity to strengthen the G20 as a community 
of responsibility and collective action in order to tackle the challenges that affect global peace and security. 
What’s Up, Germany? takes a look at Germany’s vision of creating a sustainable world order through cooperation 
and partnerships across borders. 

    FOOD SECURITY
In the face of global population growth, climate change and 
intense pressure on natural resources, food security and 
nutrition need to be improved. Simultaneously, food systems 
have to be made more sustainable. The main concern is 
to provide nutritious and affordable food for a growing 
population while conserving natural resources for future 
generations. In this area, too, international efforts need to 
be strengthened. The 2017 G20 will address the question of 
how to move towards food systems that are environmentally, 
economically and socially sustainable. It will focus on ways 
to ensure that water consumption does not increase to 
unsustainable levels as well as explore the potential of 
digitalisation for agriculture and worldwide food security. Let 
there be food on all our tables. That’s a pledge all nations 
need to take and work towards!

    AFRICA AT THE FORE
Sustainable economic progress in Africa is 
an overriding concern for Germany. It aims 
to take concrete steps to improve the 
people’s standard of living on a long-term 
basis and put in place a stable environment 
for investments in infrastructure and 
renewable energy. The idea is to encourage 
international organisations with expertise 
in working on the African continent to enter 
into close partnerships with interested African 
countries. A major conference focussing solely 
on the topic “Partnership with Africa” was held in 
Berlin in June 2017.

    INTEGRATING REFUGEES
Over the last few years, Europe has experienced one of the 
largest refugee flows. Illegal migration and displacement 
of people calls for the G20 nations to agree on universal 
solutions and take united action. Recognising that this issue 
is of great importance, Germany will urge all nations to take 
responsibility and pitch in. Only through a strong foundation 
of shared values, rules and responsibilities can refugees be 
integrated into communities. Clearly, international cooperation 
is the way out.

    UNITED AGAINST TERROR
The German G20 presidency will also push for more 
coordinated action to dry up channels of financing terrorism 
and improve exchange of information. The response to 
terrorism needs to be strong in order to combat radicalisation 
and recruitment, stop the flow of arms and ammunition, 
counter propaganda and prevent technology being used to 
incite terrorist acts. This requires a comprehensive global 
strategy that has the backing of the G20 nations.

    FIGHTING CORRUPTION
Corruption is a big problem for everyone. It is not only an 
obstacle to growth and development, it also erodes people’s 
trust in public institutions and facilitates organised crime. No 
country is immune to this problem, and governments cannot 
tackle it alone. It comes as no surprise that its prevention 
has been on the G20 agenda since 2009. At the 2017 G20, 
Germany will concentrate on fighting corruption, especially 
in the public sector.

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY

“Interdependence is a fundamental law of nature… This is why we need 
to cultivate a genuine sense of responsibility and a sincere 

concern for the welfare of others.” — HH the Dalai Lama, spiritual leader



HAMBURG: THE GATEWAY 
TO NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Hamburg is more than living up to its reputation as “the gateway to the world”. 
When it plays host to the 2017 G20 Leaders’ Summit on 7–8 July, the eyes 
of the world will turn towards the city. The heads of state and government, 
delegations from the G20 countries  and thousands of media persons will all 
gather in Hamburg for the summit. What’s Up, Germany? takes you on a quick 
tour of the second-largest city and the biggest port of Germany.

1. Hamburg has more bridges than 
Venice and Amsterdam combined!

2. It is seven times the size of Paris 
and twice as big as London. 

3. The Beatles began their career in 
Hamburg.

4. This city has more than 40 theatres, 
60 museums and 100 music venues.

5. Hamburg’s Miniatur Wunderland 
is the world’s largest model railway 
exhibition.

6. In 2011, Hamburg was voted the 
greenest city of Europe. It has 29 
nature reserves! 

7. Inaugurated in 1897, the city’s town 
hall or Rathaus has 647 rooms!

8. Tierpark Hagenbeck was the first 
zoo in the world that had no barred 
cages.

9. Hamburg is home to more 
millionaires and billionaires than any 
other city in Germany!

10. Nearly 25,000 people work in the 
renewable energy sector in Hamburg.

TEN MIND-BLOWING FACTS
 ABOUT HAMBURG

GRAND DESIGN 
Hamburg’s latest and much-awaited landmark is the stunning 
concert hall, the Elbphilharmonie. Standing tall on the banks of the 
Elbe River and close to the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Speicherstadt 
(warehouse district), the Elbphilharmonie will provide the backdrop 
for the 2017 G20 Leaders’ Summit. What better place to address global 
challenges than in front of an expansive 360-degree panoramic view 
of the city! It’s all about open views and open minds!

OPEN CITY
Hamburg has a long sea-faring tradition. Situated on the Elbe River in 
northern Germany, it is a heady mix of wealth, cosmopolitanism and 
tolerance. Home to people from 180 different nations, Hamburg’s all-
encompassing spirit is expressed in the preamble of its constitution: 
“As an international port the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg has 
a special task, allocated by its history and location, to perform for the 
German people. In the spirit of peace it wants to be an intermediary 
between all continents and peoples of the world.” 

ECONOMICALLY ROBUST 
One of the most impressive cities in Germany, Hamburg is a popular 
tourist destination and an economic powerhouse. Thanks to its location 
and excellent infrastructure, it is a central trading hub in northern 
Europe and is home to one of the largest container ports in the world. 
Hamburg is also the third-largest player in the civil aviation industry 
worldwide. In Germany, it ranks high in the fields of logistics, digital, 
creative and media services. The city is also a leader in wind power. 

“I see a world in the future in which we understand that all life is related to us and we 
treat that life with great humility and respect.” — David Suzuki, scientist & environmentalist



A TIME FOR 
ACTION
At the 2016 G20 Leaders’ 
Summit in China, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called for “a 
collective, coordinated and 
targeted action” to revive 
global economic growth. He 
stressed that our challenges 
and opportunities are common, 
and that collective action is 
the way forward.

INDIA’S 
PRIORITIES
India is committed to the G20’s 
goal of achieving a stable and 
inclusive global economy. It is 
keenly aware that economic 
growth, industrial isation, 
infrastructure and access to 
energy provide the foundations 
of development for any growing 
economy. As a developing 
nation, it has specific needs 
and priorities, which it plans to 
bring to attention at the 2017 
G20 summit in Hamburg. India’s 
focus will be on structural 
reforms of the f inancial 
system, checking tax evasion 
to fight corruption, long-term 
investment in infrastructure, 
countering money laundering 
and financing of terrorism and 
encouraging trade.

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
India’s development policies 
a r e  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e 
Sustainable Development  
Goals (SDGs) laid out in the UN’s 
2030 Agenda. It has launched 
numerous initiatives over the 
years, such as “Make in India”, 
“Digital India”, “Skill India”, 
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan”, 
“Clean Ganga” and “Power for 
All”. Under the Copenhagen 
Accord, India pledged to 
reduce the emission intensity 
of its GDP by 20–25 per cent 
by 2020. In order to achieve 
this goal, it is seeking transfer 
of clean technologies from 
developed countries. But it 
will not agree to a timeline 
for eliminating fossil fuel 
subsidies. India’s other priority 
at the G20 is to enhance 
k n o w l e d g e-s h a r i n g a n d 
improve food security without 
increasing water consumption 
to unsustainable levels.

INDO-GERMAN TIES
India and Germany have been 
working closely for decades, 
including in the context of the 
G20 and the UN’s 2030 Agenda. 
A focus area of this partnership 
is Indo-German development 
cooperation in sustainable urban 
development, skill development 
and job creation, renewable 
energies and energy efficiency 
as well as environment and 
natural resources management. 
Germany continues to support 
the Indian government’s 
initiatives like “Swachh Bharat”, 
“Clean Ganga”, “AMRUT”, “Smart 
Cities Mission”, “Skill India”, etc. 
This strategic partnership can 
be seen on the global stage 
at the G20, where India and 
Germany—along with other G20 
nations—stand together in their 
resolve to promote inclusive 
development. After all, critical 
issues cannot be solved in 
isolation. It requires dialogue, a 
strong resolve and united action. 
It requires the world to stand as 
one. And a strategic partner to 
have your back.

INDIA
G20

AND
THE As an emerging economy, India has a strong presence in 

the Group of Twenty and greatly values the forum’s role in a 
globalised world. It also supports the German presidency’s 
G20 agenda. What’s Up, Germany? takes a close look at 
India’s priorities and expectations.

“In our interconnected world, we must learn to feel enlarged, not threatened, by difference.” 
— Jonathan Sacks, rabbi & author



INDIAN
NSIGHTS

For India, what was the outcome of the meeting between 
the finance ministers and the central bank governors in 
March 2017 prior to the G20 summit?

The outcome, as a whole, was encouraging. We are happy 
that some of our concerns were reflected in the Baden-Baden 
Communiqué: inclusion of language on completion of the IMF’s 
15th General Review of Quotas by agreed timelines, recognising 
threats of cyber security also from countries outside the 
G20 and implementation of the AEOI standard by  committed 
timelines were satisfactory. We are also happy that fixing 2025 
as a deadline for phasing out inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies 
was not incorporated in the communiqué.

Would you say the expression “One for all, and all for 
one”—which highlights our interconnectedness—applies 
more than ever before?

Definitely. Under the G20, we have been discussing various 
issues—growth strategies, global financial architecture, 
digitalisation, international taxation, green finance, terrorist 
financing, SDGs, health, education, women empowerment, 
corruption—which are common concerns for all. Peer-to-peer 
learning, sharing of best practices and policy coordination 
under the G20 umbrella has helped everyone in boosting growth 
and creating jobs. As there is a rising trend against globalisation 
and inward-looking policies are gaining momentum, the 
expression has gained greater relevance today. The answer 
lies in sidestepping these tendencies and working collectively 
under the G20.

What is India’s view on globalisation, ie, free trade?

We view rule-based, non-discriminatory free trade as an 
important avenue of growth. Recently, there has been a 
resurgence of protectionist pressures. We strongly support 
resistance to all forms of protectionism and fully support 
measures to open up trade in goods and services. Free trade will 
lead to an increase in the world output and competitiveness, 
resulting in higher income, employment and prosperity for 
mankind.

What are India’s expectations from the 2017 G20 Leaders’ 
Summit in Hamburg?

India has huge expectations from this year’s leaders’ summit 
in Hamburg. We would like to see significant progress in 
these areas: active cooperation among G20 countries in  
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
under the UN framework; the completion of the International 
Monetary Fund’s 15th General Review of Quotas by 2019; 
collective action on technology facilitation mechanism, official 
development assistance (ODA) commitments, infrastructure, 
skilled professional mobility, remittances and global health. 
On the tax front, expeditious implementation of base erosion 
and profit shifting (BEPS), while respecting different national 
circumstances, is an expected outcome. We look forward to 
a timely implementation of the global standard on automatic 
exchange of information (AEOI). Any declaration on cyber 
threats should recognise threats originating not only from 
the G20 countries but also from countries outside the G20. 
There is a need for closer engagement to curb the channels 
and sources of terrorist financing. All further discussions 
on the issue of climate change should continue to be 
guided by the principles of the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, especially the principle of common 
but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR). When it 
comes to healthcare, while providing the World Health 
Organisation a pivotal role, the G20 should look into 
issues of affordability and access to medicines. 
Further, India welcomes Africa-centric initiatives 
like “Compact with Africa”. Apart from these, the 
focus on female employment and combating 
corruption is noteworthy.

There remain areas of concern for us. We will 
not agree to fixing any deadline for phasing 
out inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies, 
because it will affect providing energy 
access to mill ions in our country. 
Secondly, adherence to the OECD’s 
Codes of Liberalisation of Capital 
Movements should not be extended 
to non-OECD countries. We are at 
different stages of development 
and at present, we are not in 
favour of aligning our capital 
a c c o u n t  r e g i m e  w i t h  t h e 
requirements of the code.

“We don’t accomplish anything in this world alone... and whatever happens is the result of the whole tapestry 
of one’s life and all the weavings of individual threads from one to another that creates something.”

— Sandra Day O’Connor, former US Supreme Court justice

What’s Up, Germany? caught up with Sameer Kumar 
Khare, joint secretary in the Department of Economic 
Affairs, to understand what India’s priorities are at the 
2017 G20.
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Business 20: Formed in 2008, the B20 represents the international business community. Its main job is to develop joint 
recommendations and policy proposals covering the entire G20 agenda. As one of the most influential engagement 
groups, it strengthens exchanges between national businesses to ensure sustainable economic growth.  

Civil 20: The C20 is a platform for national and international civil society organisations to participate in global 
governance. Representatives of non-governmental organisations, grass-roots  groups and academicians exchange 
ideas with political leaders on issues relevant to civil society, so they can contribute to policy formation and influence 
decision-making.

Labour 20: The L20 unites trade union leaders from the world’s most powerful economies and global trade unions. It 
provides a strong platform to voice the demands of workers and ensure an inclusive dialogue on jobs and growth. 

Science 20: Health has been an important addition to the G20 agenda under the German presidency. For the first time 
in the G20’s history, the science and research community has been included to recommend ways to improve global 
healthcare and fight communicable and non-communicable diseases. Under the leadership of the German National 
Academy of Sciences Leopoldina, the S20 handed over its recommendations to Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel. It proposed 
that reliable health systems should be provided and knowledge should be shared.

Think 20: Formed in 2012, the T20 is a network of research institutes and think tanks from the G20 countries. It serves 
as an “idea bank” and has a focused aim: to provide research-based policy advice. One of the key outcomes of the T20 
process during Germany’s presidency will be the establishment of a permanent web-based G20 insights platform to 
provide policy analysis that will support the G20 in its decision-making.

Women 20: One of the youngest G20 engagement groups, the W20 comprises representatives of women’s associations 
and female entrepreneurs. It focusses on promoting women’s economic empowerment. Women make up over half 
of the world’s population, but their contribution to economic growth is comparatively low, and that needs to change 
in order to tackle poverty and ensure social development. This group presented its recommendations to Chancellor 
Dr Angela Merkel at the W20 Summit held in Berlin in April 2017. Its main concerns were inclusion of women in the 
workplace, access to finance and closing the digital gender gap. Chancellor Merkel proposed setting up a startup fund 
that would be distributed by the World Bank to women who want to start their own business.

Youth 20: The Y20, founded in 2010, brings together young leaders from the G20 countries. The group aims to strengthen 
networks among the youth and identify opportunities and the most pressing economic challenges young people are 
facing today. It ensures that the voice of the young is heard and included in the G20 agenda.

As part of its presidency, Germany places a great deal of importance on involving 
civil society. Between March and June 2017, Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel met with 
people from various groups and took their recommendations into account for the 
G20 Leaders’ Summit. What’s Up, Germany? familiarises you with the seven civil 
society groups that are an integral part of the G20 process.

B20

C20

L20

S20
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W20

Y20

LET’S GET ENGAGED!LET’S GET ENGAGED!

Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel at a panel discussion during the W20 Summit held in April in Berlin

(from left to right): Sucharita Eashwar, CEO, Catalyst for Women Entrepreneurs (India); Susan Harris-Rimmer, associate professor, Griffith Law School (Australia); 
German Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel; Monika Jones, moderator; Mmaki Jantjies, regional coordinator, Mozilla Clubs (South Africa); Inez Murray, CEO, Global Banking 
Alliance for Women (USA)

Image: German Federal Press Office; photographer: Guido Bergmann

“There is no power for change greater than a community discovering what it cares about.“
— Margaret J Wheatley, writer



Tell us a little about your startup Catalyst for Women 
Entrepreneurs.

CWE is a platform for women in India and South Asia who 
want to start a business or scale up an existing one. We 
offer both online and offline access to finance, markets, 
technology, trade networks and business skills. CWE was 
launched in 2016, and we already have 2,000-plus women 
across 49 cities in India in our network. 

The Women 20 group, formed in Turkey during the 2015 G20, 
promotes gender-inclusive economic growth. As India’s 
W20 representative, what are your expectations from the 
2017 G20?

Speaking for women in India and other developing countries 
especially, but also relevant for women across the globe, 
I see the need for including women in the mainstream 
economy. Women make up 50 per cent of the world’s 
population, and they already contribute 20 per cent to the 
global GDP, according to the World Bank. With customised 
support for women in education and skill development, 
full legal rights (155 countries of the world have at least 
one law that discriminates against women), childcare 
and eldercare support and access to finance, we will see 
women contributing substantially to the community as well 
as to local and global economies.

Lakshmi Puri, deputy executive director of UN Women, 
says that India’s GDP will leapfrog an additional 4.2 per 
cent in the next five years if all working-age women were 
contributing to their full potential as producers, employees 
and employers.  That means India’s GDP will more than 
double if we empower women!

Which concern should the W20 tackle as a priority with 
regard to women entrepreneurship?

Skill development, and very importantly, access to finance 
are crucial in enabling women to become entrepreneurs 
and scale their businesses for global markets. The Women 
Entrepreneur Fund for incubating and accelerating women-
owned and -led businesses—which has been endorsed by 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel—will create many 
successful  entrepreneurial  role models in both 
developed and developing countries. I urge the G20 leaders 
to create this fund and work with corporate and civil society 
organisations to reach and equip women entrepreneurs.

In India women’s work participation in urban areas is half of 
what it is in rural areas. Why is this so?

There are two points to note here. Firstly, in rural areas 
women often work from home and in low-skilled and 
lowest-paying jobs. We need to take a number of steps 
to help them move up the value chain. Secondly, in urban 
areas women often have to drop out of the workplace to 
look after children and/or elders at home. There is a need 
to provide good and affordable childcare and eldercare 
services. Additionally, safety is a concern which sometimes 
prevents girls and women from working outside the home.

The G20 aims to address the problem of women not being 
able to access information technology. How can we close 
the digital gender divide?

There is a felt need for public-private-community 
partnerships to provide infrastructure for broadband and 
high-speed internet access. Already 79 per cent of India’s 
population has access to mobile telecom and that may be 
the way to go for digital access and services.

Access to digital skills and good quality STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) education for girls, 
especially in smaller towns and rural areas, will certainly 
help close the digital gender divide dramatically.

What was the outcome of the W20 summit which recently 
took place in Berlin?

Measures to implement and track women’s empowerment 
and mainstreaming were documented. Our recommendations 
were presented to Chancellor Merkel, who will place them 
before the G20 leaders. They have already been well 
received by the G20 Sherpas, delegates at the B20 and 
were well reported in the media.

What’s Up, Germany?  caught up with Sucharita Eashwar, founder 
and CEO of Catalyst for Women Entrepreneurs, who recently 
represented India at the Women 20 summit in Berlin.

WOMEN
ON A 
MISSION

“Our vision of interconnectedness resonates with new networks of world citizens in non-governmental 
organizations linking from numberless centers of energy, expressing the emergence of a new 
organic whole, seeking unity within and across national lines.” — Dennis Kucinich, politician



In the run-up to the 2017 G20 Summit in Hamburg, various meetings between ministers and high-ranking officials have 
been held. What’s Up, Germany? has compiled some of the most memorable quotes.

KNOW YOUR Gs!
What’s Up, Germany? helps you understand the 
purpose of the different groups.

G4
The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India and Japan 
support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the 
United Nations Security Council.

G5
Made up of five emerging economies—Brazil, 
China, India, Mexico and South Africa—the Group 
of Five, formed in the 1970s, works together to 
find common solutions to global challenges. It also 
seeks to promote dialogue and understanding 
between developing and developed countries.

G7
The Group of Seven consists of seven 
major industrialised nations—Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and 
the United States—who have been holding 
annual economic summits since 1975. The 
European Union and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) also participate in the G7. This group 
was renamed the G8 when Russia became a 
member, but became the G7 again after Russia 
was suspended in 2014.

G20
The Group of Twenty was founded in 1999 
as a response to the global financial 
crisis of the late 1990s. It is made up of 
19 countries plus the European Union, 
which initially focussed on economic 
aspects, but gradually evolved to include 
a wider agenda. Germany is chairing the 
G20 in 2017.

FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTHFROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH

“If you were to close the 
gender gap, the US economy 
would automatically grow by 
5 percent and in India, you are 
talking about 23 percent. So in 
all societies, there is a bonus 
to be had by having women 
join the economy.”

— Christine Lagarde, 
managing director, 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)

“Agriculture is a key factor 
for the sustainability of rural 
areas, the responsibility for 
food security, but also for 
political stability.”

— German Agriculture Minister 
Christian Schmidt

“The world urgently needs a 
G20 solving global problems 
and investing in a global 
culture of cooperation. ‘Our 
country first’ movements 
are threatening stability, 
wealth and peace in our 
interdependent world.”

— Dirk Messner, director, 
German Development Institute

“The global challenges call 
for a global response. We 
need a strong partnership 
that brings together all major 
economic powers, so that 
we do not further exceed the 
limits of our planet.”

— German Environment 
Minister Barbara Hendricks

“Those who sponsor and 
support terrorism must be 
isolated and sanctioned, not 
rewarded. India appreciates 
the G20 initiative on 
combating the financing of 
terrorism.”

— Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi

“No country in the world can 
tackle the major international 
problems of our time alone. 
Terrorism, water scarcity, 
forced migration and 
humanitarian emergencies 
cannot be resolved by 
isolation. Climate change 
cannot be tackled by barbed 
wire.”

— German Foreign Minister 
Sigmar Gabriel

“Globalisation and 
digitalisation mean that 
we are more closely linked 
with one another and more 
dependent on one another.” 

— German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schäuble

“As G20 partners, we must 
ask ourselves what we can 
do to ensure that everyone 
stands to benefit... How can 
we safeguard inclusiveness 
and ensure that the fruits of 
prosperity and growth are 
distributed fairly?” 

— German Chancellor 
Dr Angela Merkel

G77
The Group of 77 is the largest 
coalition of developing nations in 
the United Nations. It promotes 
its members’ collective  economic 
interests and strengthens their 
negotiating power.  There were 77 
founding members when it was 
founded in 1964, but it has since 
expanded to 134 member countries.

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.”
— John Muir, author & conservationist



CHINA: YUMMY TUNES
In China burping at the dinner table is not 
considered rude. On the contrary, it’s the best 
compliment you can pay your host!

FRANCE: BREAD UP!
The French believe that placing a loaf of bread 
upside down on the table will bring poverty and 
hunger.

GERMANY: PROST TIME
If you don’t look someone in the eye while 
saying cheers, not only are you being rude, 
you’ll  also have seven years of bad luck in bed, 
say the Germans!

INDIA: ACHTUNG SHOE!
Indians think that if one of your shoes is 
lying upside down on the floor, there will be a 
misunderstanding with someone. If you find 
one shoe on top of the other, that means you’ll 
travel soon!

INDONESIA: RUDE CUE
While in Indonesia, never use your index finger 
to gesture or point at something. Using your 
right thumb or palm is the right thing to do.

ITALY: GO THIRTEEN!
Italians love the number 13! It is associated with 
the goddess of fertility and is thought to bring 
prosperity and abundance. But the number 17 
invites all things bad.

SAUDI ARABIA: BLESS THIS MESS!
Accidentally spilling coffee is considered good 
luck! It is a blessing for the one who spilt it as 
well as the place where it was spilt. But if a 
bottle of olive oil tips over, watch out. That’s 
bad news!

SOUTH AFRICA: WALK OFF!
South African men are warned against gifting 
their wives shoes. The belief is, the wife will 
wear those very shoes and walk out of the 
man’s life!

SOUTH KOREA: A LEGGY AFFAIR 
In Korean culture, legs symbolise wealth 
and prosperity. So, if you constantly shake 
your legs, you’re basically shaking away your  
good fortune.

TURKEY: WATER FOR LUCK
Turks pour a glass of water on the road when 
someone they love is travelling far from home 
to ensure that their journey will be smooth and 
“flow like water”. 

UNITED KINGDOM: SHOOING THE DEVIL
The British recommend pushing your spoon 
through the bottom of an eggshell after you 
have finished eating your boiled egg to let the 
devil out!

UNITED STATES: OWL HOWL
According to Native Americans, if someone 
hears an owl hoot, they’re going to die soon.

JAPAN: DEAD SERIOUS!
Writing someone’s name in the colour red is a 
big no-no. Doing so would mean that they will 
die soon or that you’d like to see them dead!

MEXICO: TALK IT OUT
While speaking with Mexicans, don’t be 
shocked if they start telling you all about their 
nightmares. They believe that nightmares come 
true if they don’t share them with someone. On 
the flip side, good dreams are meant to be kept 
to oneself!

RUSSIA: SILENT REPOSE
Before leaving for a trip, Russian families 
usually sit down together quietly for a minute or 
two to ward off bad luck.

SURVIVAL KITSURVIVAL KIT
What’s Up, Germany? brings you fascinating 
cultural quirks from around the world! Enjoy!

ARGENTINA: SALT ALERT!
Argentinians refuse to accept a salt shaker if 
you pass it by hand, since that means you’ll end 
up fighting in the near future. So always place 
the salt on the table.

AUSTRALIA: PIN IT DOWN UNDER
Aussies believe that if you see a pin lying around 
and don’t pick it up, you’ll invite bad luck!

z z
z

“The earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth... Man did not weave the web of life; 
he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.” — Chief Seattle, Native American chief

BRAZIL: WHITE THREADS
In Brazil it is considered auspicious to wear 
white clothes on Fridays.

CANADA: DISH IT OUT!
In the Canadian prairies, if your neighbour 
brings you a plate of food, make sure 
to return the empty plate 
without washing it or 
you’ll have bad luck!



What’s Up, Germany?’s G20 Contest
It’s simple! All you have to do is select the icon that correctly 

represents each G20 country. Hint! Hint! A kangaroo would 
represent Australia! Let’s get started.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/germanyindia
www.facebook.com/germaninfo

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@GermanyinIndia

To subscribe to What’s Up, Germany? send an 
email to subscribe@whatsupgermany.de.
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